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Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection

Producer-Led Watershed Protection Grants

Fourth Round of Funding Awarded to 24 Farmer Groups

Release Date: 12/7/2018 Contact: Donna Gilson
608-224-5130, donna.gilson@wi.qov
Bill Cosh, Communications Director
608-224-5020, William2.Cosh@wi.gov

Note: Local contacts are listed on page 3. Find a larger map to locate projects at
datcp.wi.gov/Documents/ProducerLedProjects2019.pdf. For a high-resolution jpg, visit
https://www.flickr.com/photos/widatcp/46170699372/in/dateposted/.

MADISON — Wisconsin's latest round of Producer-Led Watershed Protection Grants has been awarded
to 24 groups of farmers who will work with conservation agencies and organizations to address soil and
water issues tailored to their local conditions.

Five of the groups are first-time grant recipients. Together the 24 groups will receive the full $750,000
available for 2019. Grants range from just over $7,500 to $40,000, for activities that most often include
incentives for farmers to plant cover crops and undertake other conservation practices and technologies.
All include farmer-to-farmer education via field days, conferences and similar activities. Some projects
include on-farm demonstration trials to gather local data for various practices.

This is the fourth round of grant awards since the funding was made available in the 2015-17 state
budget. The 2017-19 budget increased the maximum amount that groups could receive to $40,000, up
from $20,000 previously. In addition, the Legislature authorized an increase during this biennium from
the original $250,000 a year to $750,000. Grant requests totaled nearly $850,000 for 2019.

Producer-Led Watershed Protection Grants are intended to give financial support to farmers willing to
lead conservation efforts tailored to their own watersheds. The emphasis is on innovation and practices
not already covered by other state and federal programs, and the intent is that participating farmers will
reach out to other farmers to help them adopt conservation practices.

Producer groups must work with DATCP, the Department of Natural Resources, a county land
conservation committee, the University of Wisconsin-Extension, or a nonprofit conservation
organization. Grant funds cannot pay for real estate, loans, equipment purchases, or lobbying, and the
program places caps on the amount of funding that can be used for staff support to the groups. Each
group must start with at least five farmers in the watershed.

First-time grant recipients:

e Eau Pleine Partnership for Integrated Conservation -- $32,000
e Producers of Lake Redstone -- $40,000
¢ Red Cedar Conservation Farmers -- $40,000
e Shell Lake-Yellow River Farmer-Led Watershed Council -- $15,600
e Western Wisconsin Conservation Council -- $22,000
-more-
PRODUCER-LED GRANTS - ADD ONE

Previously funded projects receiving new grants:
e Dodge County Farmers for Healthy Soil & Healthy Water -- $39,050
o Farmers for the Upper Sugar River -- $40,000

e Farmers for Tomorrow -- $40,000
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e Farmers of Barron County -- $40,000
e Farmers of Mill Creek -- $36,535
e Farmers of the Sugar River -- $25,000
e Hay River Farmer-led Watershed Council -- $13,125
e Horse Creek Farmer-Led Watershed Council -- $18,750
e Lafayette Ag Stewardship Alliance -- $32,000
e Milwaukee River Watershed Clean Farm Families -- $40,000
e Pecatonica Pride -- $20,250
e Peninsula Pride Farms -- $40,000
e Sheboygan River Progressive Farmers -- $40,000
e South Kinni Farmer-Led Watershed Council -- $7,500
e Tainter Creek Farmer-Led Watershed Council -- $40,000
e Upland Watershed Group -- $29,120
e Watershed Protection Committee of Racine County -- $40,000
e Waumandee Watershed -- $19,080
e Yahara Pride Farms -- $40,000
HiH

Local contacts for producer-led projects

e Dodge County Farmers for Healthy Soil & Healthy Water
Contact Tony Peirick, tspeirick@hughes.net, (920) 390-0583

e Eau Pleine Partnership for Integrated Conservation
Contact Paul Daigle, paul.daigle@co.marathon.wi.us, (715) 261-6006

e Farmers for the Upper Sugar River
Contact Wade Moder, wade@uppersugar.org, (608) 437-7707

e Farmers for Tomorrow
Contact Matt Hintz, hintz1_@hotmail.com, (715) 824-6706

e Farmers of Barron County
Contact Craig Hamernik, hamernik@chibardun.net, (715) 837-1669

e Farmers of Mill Creek
Contact: Ken Schroeder, ken.schroeder@ces.uwex.edu, (715) 346-1318

e Farmers of the Sugar River
Contact: Tonya Gratz, tony.gratz@wi.nacdnet.net, (608) 325-4195

¢ Hay River Farmer-led Watershed Council
Contact Amanda Hanson, ahanson@co.dunn.wi.us, (715) 231-6541

e Horse Creek Farmer-Led Watershed Council
Contact Eric Wojchik, ericw@co.polk.wi.us, (715) 485-8699

o Lafayette Ag Stewardship Alliance
Contact Jim Winn, jwinn.cottonwood@gmail.com, (608) 778-3271
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Milwaukee River Watershed Clean Farm Families
Contact Jim Melichar, jmelichar@gmail.com, (262) 206-1731

Pecatonica Pride
Contact Wendy Warren, wendy.warren@swbadger.org, (207) 944-9303

Peninsula Pride Farms
Contact Don Niles, donniles@dairy-dreams.com, (920) 621-3253

Producers of Lake Redstone
Contact Brian Daugs, briandaugs@gmail.com, (608) 963-0157

Red Cedar Conservation Farmers
Contact Lindsay Olson, Imolson@co.dunn.wi.us, (715) 231-6528

Sheboygan River Progressive Farmers
Contact Joe Wagner, joe@midcc.com, (920) 838-1102

Shell Lake-Yellow River Farmer-Led Watershed Council
Contact Brent Edlin, bedlin@co.washburn.wi.us, (715) 468-4654

South Kinni Farmer-Led Watershed Council
Contact: Dan Sitz, dan.sitz@co.pierce.wi.us, (715) 273-6763

Tainter Creek Farmer-Led Watershed Council
Contact: Ben Wojahn, bwojahn@vernoncounty.org, (608) 637-5482

Upland Watershed Group
Contact: Margaret Krome, mkrome@sbcglobal.net, (608) 238-1440

Watershed Protection Committee of Racine County
Contact: Chad Samson, chad.sampson@racinecounty.com, (262) 886-8440

Waumandee Watershed
Contact: Carrie Olson, carrie.olson@co.buffalo.wi.us, (608) 685-6264

Western Wisconsin Conservation Council
Contact Todd Doornink, todd@jondefarm.com, (715) 760-0216

Yahara Pride Farms
Contact: Jeff Endres, jeff.endres@yaharapridefarms.org, (608) 279-8991
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